It is always good to introduce a topic such as the organisation of the IFCC with a little history. You will see my plans for the future of the IFCC at the end of this paper.
In July of 1952 an international body of emerging national associations of clinical chemistry was organized under the auspices of the International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry (IUPAC) by Prof. E. J. King of the Royal Postgraduate Medical School in London, U.K. It was in this institution that I received some of my early training in clinical biochemistry. I knew Prof. King, who was an excellent scientist and a very enthusiastic and dynamic man. He, unfortunately, died prematurely of a massive heart attack.
In 1955 the name of the organization was formally changed to The International Federation of Clinical Chemistry, and, in 1997, Laboratory Medicine was added to the name.
The aims of the IFCC were, and remain: -To complement and enhance the activities of the member national societies. Special Task Forces are appointed from time to time, and these also report to the EB. Currently there are three such groups:
(1) Global Campaign on Diabetes; (2) Ethics; and, (3) Pediatric Laboratory Medicine.
The EB also appoints a Nominating Committee to prepare a slate of candidates for the EB positions, and an Award Committee to select recipients of the IFCC's various awards.
There is a Financial Advisory Committee that reports directly to the EB. This Committee, headed by the Treasurer, helps in the reviewing of the financial situation of the IFCC, recommends fiscal policy, and carries out financial planning for the future.
As the name implies, the CPD manages our internet activities, which includes our website, computer educational courses, and web-based publications. It also publishes IFCC's journal and newsletter.
The CCD is responsible for the general administration and management of IFCC meetings, such as congresses, conferences and symposia, as well as for approval of conferences that are not organised by the IFCC but want to obtain IFCC auspices.
The EMD fosters educational activities and managerial skills. It offers critiques, advice and cutting-edge expertise on issues related to laboratory management, teaching and education.
The SD investigates and promotes theoretical and practical developments in standardisation in clinical laboratories. It is involved in many key scientific such as research areas of relevance, identifying and investigating problems, transferring technical innovations to the clinical laboratory and to the clinician, facilitating the development and implementation of diagnostic strategies, establishing standards for scientific and technical aspects of good laboratory practice, participating in the scientific programs of IFCC congresses and conferences, and ensuring the quality of IFCC scientific documents. This committee is involved in many critical developments in the field of clinical chemistry and laboratory medicine.
All of the divisions described above are concerned with many aspects of our field. Their projects are too numerous to list I encourage you to contact me directly at president@ifcc.org with any specific questions or ideas that you might have. I will look forward to hearing from you.
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